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VOTING RECORDS ARE THE KEY

The voting records contained in this booklet are ofthe utmost importance to your business.
These records reflect how each member ofthe 2000 Florida Legislature voted on key issues affecting
industry thus far this year.

While these are not all ofthe issues debated in the Legislature, they are those that had the
greatest impact on the business community - either in a fiscal or a regulatory manner. Each issue
required a legislator's deliberate vote, either for or against a positive economic climate.

During a campaign it matters very little what a candidate professes he or she will do regarding a
particular issue if his or her voting record calnot support that stand. Your company, its employees and
its stockholders have a stake in the legislative process. We hope this information will give you the
insight needed to draw your own conclusions as to wheth€r your legislators' voting patterns have been
in the best interest ofyour business. We urge you to become involved in the electoral process by
supporting those candidates who have supported you - and industry as a whole.

The AIF Voting Records are complete. In addition to votes on final passage for each business
bill, we have also included committee and amendment votes. In many cases these votes are more
crucial than votes on final passage. An amendment can completely alter the charter of a bill. A
committee vote can stall a bill or send it speeding toward final passage. AIF onlv tallies those votes on
which we had a public position. These positions will be defined in the accompanying vote keys.

All votes taken in each chamber are tallied in the respective sections ofthis booklet. For
example, a vote taken in the Senate on a House bill is included in the Senate section.

The votes contained in the booklet are the actual votes cast, as reported in oflicial state records.
We do not include changed or paired votes. Please remember that these votes have not been corrected
by the Legislature at this time. It is still possible for official corrections to be made. These will be
available in the bound Senate and House Joumals in October of this year; changes will not be made to
this publication. AIF records positions of members of the Legislature at the time the vote is recorded.

President & Chief Executive Officer
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How ro Rmn VorrNc Rnconns

T\e Voting Records arc divided by House and Senate and then divided
in each chamber by topic (i.e., Health Care, Environmental, etc.). The section
on each topic begins with a.key that summarizes the content and action on
each selected bill. The bills are assigned issue numbers and are numbered
consecutively (1,2,3,erc.). Each vote on an issue (bill) is identified by a lower
case letter in alphabetical order. See the following example.

Following the keys in each section will be a chan that shows the voting
tallies for each action on each selected issue. The first row will identify tbe
issue and issue number (l-a, l-b, etc.). The columns record how each senator or
representative voted on the action. The lener "F'sigaifies that rhe legislator voted
for the AIF position; an'4" indicates that the legislator voted against the AIF
position. The last column gives the percentage of pro-business votes recorded by
each legislator on that topic during the 1999 Regular Session.

The first pan of Voting Records carries the entire repon of the Senate,
beginning with the overall ranking for each senator on all issues selected by AIF,
followed by the section rcports. The second half gives the entire repon on the
House of Reoresentatives.

SB 1428 - Newborn
Hearing Screening by

the Senate Health,
AginE and Long-Term
Care Committee and
Sen, Mandy Dawson

(D-Ft. Lauderdale)

ftre Ultt provided access to additional hearing tests for newboms when
I
I deemed medically necessary. AIF supponed this legislation after it was

successfully amended by the Senate Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care
Committee to provide for medical necessity utilization.

I Record 7A: April 12,2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care Comminee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a
vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 78: On April 24, z0m, the Senate Banking and Insurance
Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 1,2000, the Senate substituted CS/HB 399 for CS/SB 1428.

CS/SB 1428 was laid on the tablel refer to CS/HB 399.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I  N  G  R E C O R D S



THn Fr,oruul SnNATB

2000 Rnculln SnssroN

RnnmrNc AND Rnconn oN Issuns



$ttrrnrr - Sy Pnnrv - 20O0

1 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 2.1



Senwr - $y Rnm - 2OO(D

z..z2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



lFrnnr= - Bv Rnnr - IOOO (cornruml

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 2.3



$runre - f,y ArprAeEflcAL - 2(lOO

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 2.4



Srrnrr - Bv AlpnneenGAL - IOOO (corrrnu=ol

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 2.5



THn Flonrnl SnNATE

BrncTroNs



$B 364 - Primary
Election by the Senate

Ethics & Elections
Committee

C5/58 366 - Political
Adveftising/

Expenditures by
the Senate Ethics &

Elections Committee

S E N A T E  .  E L E C T I O N S

2000 SmmnVormc lfuys

Brr,cuoNS

Jtris 
bill would have allowed all voters to participate in certain primary election

I contests if there was no general election opposition. It also would have changed
current law so that that write-in candidates would not count as general election
opposition.

AIF opposed this bill because it dramatically restricted the ability of any po-
litical party to assemble and put forth the nominee of its choice if one party's mem-
bers are part of another party's nominating process, a effect that might be unconsti-
tutional. Moreover, the bill provided the potential for political tomfoolery in the
party primaries that could have benefited candidates who are adverse to business.

I Record lA: On November 2,1999 the Senate Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee passed PCB 00-02 by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for
the AIF position,

On November 2, Senate Ethics and Elections PCB 00-2 became SB 364.

t Record lB: On December 8, 1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably with a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

SB 364 died on the Senate Calendan

Jtris 
bill would have repealed limits on political party endorsements of primary

I candidates, clarified that certain persons who make independent expenditures
must file periodic expenditure reports, allowed certain individuals to make
anonymous independent expenditures.

AIF opposed this bill because of the increased rules and regulations on politi-

cal advertising that would restrict the ability of citizens and others to make their
voices heard, further limiting the number of outlets voters can turn to for informa-
tion and debate on politics and issues.

t Record 2Ar On November 2, 1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections
Committee passed PCB 00-03 by a vote of 4 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 3.1



C5/58 366 Continued

CS/SB 1106 * Florida
Election Code/

Conspiracy Violation
by the Senate

Criminal Justice
Committee and

Sen. Jim Sebesta
(R-St. Petersburg)

S E N A T E  .  E L E C T I O N S

a vote for the AIF position.

On November 2, 1999, Senate Ethics and Elections PCB 00-3 became
sB 366.

I Record 28: On December 8, 1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas ro
0 nays. A *Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CSISB 366 died on the Senate Calendar.

ftris bill would have provided that a person who works on a campaign and con
I spires with another person to commit a violation of the Florida Election Code

is punishable as if he had committed the actual violation himself and would there-
fore be punishable under the civil and criminal codes.

AIF opposed this bill because it would potentially criminalize any citizen
who came into contact with a political candidate who violated an election law,
regardless ofthe severity ofthe act and regardless ofthe role the individual citizen
played in the violation. This would have a chilling effect on individual citizens and
grass-roots organizations that wish to get involved in the political process.

I Record 3A: On February E, 2000, the Ethics and Elections Committee passed
the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A ..Nay"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 38: On February 21, 2000, the Criminal Justice Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to I nay.
A ddNay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3C: On March 16, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A ..Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1106 died in messages to the House.

t

I
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c5/58 1512 -

Campaign Finance
Reform Act by the

Senate Ethics &
Elections Committee

and Sen. Ron Klein
(D-Boca Raton)

SB 1714 - Campaign
Financing Prohibitions

hy Sen. Jack Latvala
(R-Palm Harbor)

S E N A T E  .  E L E C T I O N S

his bill would have revised definitions "political committee" & "political ad
vertisement." It would have eliminated expenditures of funds for purpose of

jointly endorsing three or more candidate. It would have provided additional
requirements for registration of political committees & certification of committees
of continuous existence.

AIF opposed this bill for three reasons. First, the bill restricted the so-called
three-pack political advertising that jointly endorses three or more candidates, thus
hurting the ability of political parties and others to support their slate of candidates.
Second, it infringed on the right of average citizens to supporr the political
organization of their choice by restricting financial donations. Third, it needlessly
increased rules and regulations on organizations that wish to get involved in the
political process.

I Record 4Ar On March 21, 2000, the Ethics and Elections Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1512 died on the Senate Calendar.

his bill, a watered down version of Sen. Klein's CS/SB 1512, would have regu
Iated provisions regarding political advertising that jointly endorsed three or

more candidates, would have limited pany contributions to $5,000 during the
period preceding the first primary election through general election, and would
have required each political party's state executive committee to report contribu-
tions in excess of $5.000 to the Division of Elections.

While not as reskictive as CS/SB 1512 in some arefls, AIF was also opposed
to SB l7l4 because it contained the same draconian restrictions on the ability of
ordinary citizens and associations to get involved in our political process. Specifi-
cally, AIF opposed this bill because it restricts three-pack political advertising that
jointly endorses three or more candidates, thus hurting the ability of political
parties and others to support their slate of candidates. Also, this bill infringed on
the rights of average citizens to support the political organization of their choice by
restricting financial donations and it needlessly increased rules and regulations
regarding political contribution reporting.

t Record 5A: On March 7, 2000, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee
passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 4 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 58: On March I 6, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 1714 dted in messag€s to the House.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 3.3
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sB 772 -

Transpoftation/
Highway Safety

Laws by the Senate
Transportation

Committee and
Sen. Dan Webster
(R-Winter Garden)

5B 1092 - Motor
Vehicle Exhaust

Emission Inspection
by Sen. Ron Klein

(D-Boca Raton)

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

BlrvmoNMENTAr

I 
n the final days of the session, SB 772 was amended by the House to include an

I amendment repealing the motor vehicle inspection program. This choice to
repeal the existing program may significantly impact industry, as a limit on state
vehicle inspection programs may facilitate a move toward controls on fixed sources,
such a$ factories and plants.

It was AIF's position that maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air
quality attainment was crucial so that Florida's business and industrie$ were not
unduly impacted by new EPA requirements. A vote for repeal of the motor vehicles
inspection program is a vote against AIF.

On February 22,2000, the Senate Transportation comminee passed the bill
favorably on a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays.

On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas and 0 nays.

On May 5,2000, the House passed the bill with the amendment repealing the
motor vehicle inspection program on a vote of 120 yeas to 0 nays. A ddNay"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lA; On May 5,2000, the Senate concurred in the House amendments
and passed the bill a vote of 38 yeas and I nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

58772 was passed by both the House and $enate and is pending action
by the governor.

B 1092 repealed the motor vehicle inspection program, an action that may
significantly impact industry by facilitating a move toward controls on fixed

sources, such as factories and plants.

AIF maintained that auto emissions testing to protect air quality attainment
was crucial so that Florida's business and industries were not unduly impacted by
new EPA requirements. A vote for repeal of the motor vehicles inspection program
is a vote against AIF.

Although SB 1092 died on the Senate Calendar, the language of the bill was
amended onto SB 772, which passed both the House and Senate and is pending
action by the governor.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N 6  R E C O R D g 4.1



5B 1092 Continued

cs/cs/cs/sB 1405 -
State Regulation of

Land/ Brownfields by
the $enate Fiscal

Poliry Committeq
the Senate Commerce

and Economic
Opportunities

Committee, the
Senate Natural

Resources Committee,
and Sen. Jack Latvala

(R-Palm Harbor)

T

I

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

Record 2Ar On March 15, 2000, the Senate Transportation Committee passed
the bill favorably by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vore is a vote for
the AIF position.

Record 2B: On April 26, 2000, the Senate Governmental Oversight Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 6 yeas to I nay. A ..Nay" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

SB 1092 died on the Senate Calendar.

he term "brownfield" is used to describe vacant properties that show signs of
low-level contamination.

In 1997, the legislature passed the Brownfields Redevelopment Act (Section
376,77-376.84, Florida Statutes) authorizing local governments to designate
brownfield areas by resolution if certain criteria are met, including public notice
requirements and the establishment of an advisory committee to improve public
participation. The act also required that risk-based corrective action (RBCA)
be applied at brownfield sites and directed the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to adopt a cleanup-criteria rule.

The 1997 legislation established a framework for brownfield redevelopment.
Legislation in lg98 provided the much-needed financial incentives and the
formation of public/private partnerships for rehabilitation of these areas.

SB 1406 provides additional meaningful incentives to brownfield redevelop-
ment, including job credits and property tax credits, sales tax exemptions for build-
ing materials, and other incentives similar to those existing in enterprise zones.
The bill also allows for tax-increment financing and redevelopment in brownfield
sites, increases the limited state loan guaranty of primary lenders loans, and creates
a brownfield redevelopment grants program.

In its legislative agenda for the 2000 Session, the DEP proposed extending
the risk-based corrective action concept to all sites contaminated with pollutants,
hazardous substances, or hazardous wastes, regardless of eligibility for the
petroleum, brownfields, or dry-cleaning programs. This "global RBCA" provision
was included in SB 1406, but was removed from SB 1406 prior to final passage.

AIF supports legislation providing real economic incentives to private
entities for investment in the rehabilitation of brownfield areas.

t Record 3A: On March 6, 2000, the Senate Natural Resources Committee passed

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 4.2



58 1406 Continued

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

the bill as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A d'Yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position

Record 38: On March 15, 2000, the Senate Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee
substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

Record 3C: OnApril25,2000, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the
bill as a committee substitute on a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 3D: On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill as amended on a vote
of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, theHouse passed the bill as amended on a vote of 66 yeas to
48 nays. A'dYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5,2000, the House requested Senate to retum bill. Motion to recon-
sider adopted. Reconsidered; amendments reconsidered, withdrawn.
Amendment(s) adopted, CS passed as amended on a vote of 119 yea to I nay.
A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3E: On May 5, 2000, the Senate concuned and passed the bill on a
vote of 35 yeas to I nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 1406 passed both the House and Senate and is pending
action by the governor.

I

I

I

:
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cs/cs/sB 152 -
Adverse

Determinations in the
Practice of Medidne

by the Senate Health,
Aging and Long-term
Care Committee and

Sen. Anna Cowin
(R-Leerburg)

SB 164 - lnsurance
for the Treatment of

Autism Spectrum
Disorder by

Sen. Jim $cott
(R-Ft. Lauderdale)

I

T

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

Hn,rlrH Cnnn

ftris 
bill originally redefined the practice of medicine in such a way as to find

I managed care organizations liable for medical malpractice when making
adverse determinations. The language was drafted so broadly as to create a great
deal ofconfusion about the sponsor's intent. AIF worked to have language adopted
by the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee that cleared up any detrimental
ambiguity and provided that doctors will be making "doctor decisions" regarding
services sought by a subscriber. The bill was greatly improved by making it clear
that the doctor making the adverse determination must be in good standing and
have a valid medical license from anv state.

Record lA: On February 8, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote
of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for AIF.

Record lB: On April 10, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yeett vote is a vote for AlF.

CS/CS/SB 162 died on the cnlendar.

f toriaa has the second highest number of mandates of any state in the country.
I Mandated health benefits are a leading cause in the increased cost to employers
of the health care benefit. AlFopposed the creation of any new mandates on Florida's
health care plans, such as this bill mandating coverage for the treatment of autism.

On March 20, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed the
bill favorably by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

On March 28, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term Care Commit-
tee passed the bi l l  favorably by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Nayt' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 13, 2000. The $enate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the bill favor-
ably by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote fortheAlFposition.

t Record 2A: On April 28, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D s



58 164 Continued

cs/sB 168 -
Pharmacists Licensure

by Endorsement by
the Senate Health,

Aging and Long-Term
Care Committee and

Sen. Burt Saunders
(R-Napler)

S E N A T E  . H E A L T H  C A R E

of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A *Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB f64 died in messf,ges to the House.

urrently in the state of Florida, there is a shortage of pharmacists. Drug stores
cannot open new facilities until they find qualified personnel; the situarion is

especially severe for pharmacies that would like to operate 24-hour facilities.

This bill would allow a pharmacist licensed in another state ro become a
pharmacist in Florida without having to take the national licensure examinarion ar
the time of application. This is called "licensure by endorsement" and is currently
applicable in 48 states. Currently, only Florida and California do not allow
licensure by endorsement.

A pharmacist in another state wishing to come to Florida to work must
submit proof of the "active licensed practice of pharmacy" in tow of the immedi-
ately preceding five years or evidence of successful completion of either board-
approved postgraduate training or a board-approved clinical competency examina-
tion within the year preceding application. The bill prohibits the Department of
Health from issuing a license to any applicant who is being investigated for acts
that would violate regulations applicable to Florida-licensed pharmacists until the
investigation is complete, or to any pharmacist whose license has been suspended
or revoked in another state, or to any applicant whose license to practice pharmacy
is currently the subject of any disciplinary proceeding.

On December 8, 1999, the Senate Health, Aging and lnng-Term Care Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to
0 nays. A ((Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3,{: On April 6, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. A d'Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 168 died in messages to the House.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



CS|IB 399 - Newborn
Hearing Screening by

the House Health Care
Services Committee

and Rep. Manuel
Priegeuz (R-Miami)

5B 706 - Health
Maintenanre

Organirations to Pay
a "Clean Claim" by
the Senate Banking

and Insurance
Committee and

$en, John Laurent
(R-Bartow)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

Tn" 
bill provides access to additional hearing tests for newborns when deemed

I medically necessary. AIF supported this legislation after it was successfully
amended by the House Health Care Services Committee to provide for medical
necessity utilization.

March 16, 2000 the House Health Care Services Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 14 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 2000 the House Governmental Rules and Regulations Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably with 2 amendments by a vote of 6 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April ll,2000 the House Health and Human Services Appropriations
Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April Z4,2OO0 the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote
of I 13 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May l, 2000, CS/HB 399 was substituted for CS/SB 1428 on the Senate
floor.

I Record 4A: On May 3, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 399 passed both the House and the Senate and has been signed by
the governor.

his bill unfairly benefited health care providers by requiring HMOs to pay
claims before properly reviewing them for billing errors or fraud. Cunently,

health insurance fraud costs each insured family $ I ,066 a year in higher premiums.

Since employers pay the largest portion of health care premiums, this bill was
patently unfair to them with dire negative consequences.

I Record 5Ar April 3, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with SB 2234, by a
vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A {dNfly" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 58: On April I 2, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term Care
Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 25, 2000,CS/SB 706 was combined with CS/CS/SB 1508.

CS/SB 706 was laid on the tablei refer to CS/CS/SB 1508.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 5.3



5B 866 - Health
Maintenance

Organizations and
In-Patient Health

Care by the Senate
Banking & Insuranre

Committee and
Sen. James King
(R-Jacksonville)

cs/cs/cs 5B 1508 -
Health Maintenance

Organizations: Billing,
Late Payments, and

Treatment by the
Senate Banking

and lnsurance
Committee, the

Senate Health, Aging
and Long-Term Care

Committee, the
Senate Fiscal Policy

Committee and
Sen. Ginny Brown-

Waite (R-Spring Hill)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his legislation mandated rhat managed care organizations could not conrract
with hospitalists for inpatient services. Hospitalists are physicians who

specialize in inpatient hospital care. No managed care organization in Florida
currently requires their use. AIF opposed this bill, as it potentially would require an
insurer to pay twice for the same service due to contractual relationships with
hospitalists and other providers. This added cost would be passed on to the
employer paying for the health care benefit.

I Record 6,4,: March 6, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vore of 6 yeas to
2 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 6B: On April 5, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term Care
Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote 7 yeas to 0 nays. A d{Nay" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

CSISB t66 dted on the Senate Calendar.

nlike SB 706, this bill equitably dealt with the paymenr of health insurance
claims. The business community (together with doctors, hospitals, insurers,

etc.) worked tirelessly on this legislation along with the Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) and the Department of lnsurance. This end result of this
effort closely followed findings and recommendations of the Prompt Pay Thsk Force
that studied this entire issue for over a year. The chair of the Task Force was AHCA
secretary Ruben King-Shaw.

I Record 7A: On April 3, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 78: On April 12, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and L,ong-Term Care
Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of
6 yeas to 0 nays. A ('Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 7Cr On April 25, 2000, rhe Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substiture, combined with C$/SB 706 and?23,4,
by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 7D: On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
39 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of I 15 yeas ro
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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c5/c5rc5 58 1508
Continued

CS/SB 1900 - Patients
Bill of Rights by the
Senate Banking and

Insurance Committee
and Sen. Ginny

Brown-Waite
(R-Spring Hill)

C5/58 2085 - Small
Employer Health
Alliances by the
$enate Banking

and lnsurence
Committee and

Sen. Jim King
(R-Jacksonville)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

CS/CS/CS/SB 1508 passed both the House and the Senate and is pending
action by the governor.

ftris legislation was part of the Senate's health-care reform package. This legis
I lation included a civil remedy provision, which would have created new causes

of action against insurance companies while doing nothing to enhance the accessi-
bility and affordability of health care. In fact, the costs of additional litigation would
have been passed on to subscribers and ultimately the employers paying for the
health benefit. Using convoluted logic, liability could slso be extended to employ-
ers providing the health benefit. Therefore, AIF opposed this bill

I Record 8A: On April 10, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed an amendment by Sen. Walter Campbell to an amendment by Sen.
Brown-Waite (the Brown-Waite amendment addnessed some of the business
community's concems) favorably by a vote of 6 yeas to 3 nays. A "Naytt vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

: Record 8B: On April 10, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0
nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 25, 2000, CS/SB 1900 was combined with SB 282 and CS/SB 2154
to create CS/CS/SB 2154.

CS/SB l9fil was laid on the table; refer to CS/CS/SB 2154.

ftris 
legislation makes it easier for small employers to obtain health-care

I policies for their employees by creating small employer health alliances.
AIF supported this bill because, together with HB 687 and SB 1300, it reformed the
small-group purchasing cooperatives to provide access to affordable health care for
many Floridians.

I Record 9A: On March 27,}0ffi,the Senate Banking and Insurance Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 98: On April 5, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and lnng-Term Care
Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CS/58 2086 Continued

cs/sB 2152 *
Mandated Health

Insurance Benefits by
the Governmental

Oversight and
Productivity

Committee and
Sen, Jack Latvala
(R-Palm Harbor)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

Record 9C: On April 28, 2000 the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A'dYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of I l8 yeas to
0 nays. A d'Yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 2086 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor-

ftris 
legislation would have finally erected a mechanism to provide scientific,

I empirical dataon the effects of health insurance mandates on the costs of Florida
health care policies.

I Record l0A: On April 25, 2000, the Senate Governmental Oversight and
Productivity Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute
by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A {Tea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 2152 died in the Senate Rules and Calendar Committee.
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cs/cs/cs/sB 2154 -
Defendant Health Care

Providers by the
Senate Banking and

Insurance Committeg
the Senate Health,

Aging and Long-Term
Care Committee, the
Senate Fiscal Policy

Committee and
Sen. Jack Latvala
(R- Palm Harbor)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his bill was combined with SB 1900 and SB 282 to create the Senare's healrh
care reform package. This legislation included a civil remedy provision, which

would have created new causes of action against insurance companies while doing
nothing to enhance the accessibility and affordability of health care. In fact, the
costs of additional litigation would have been passed on to subscribers and
ultimately the employers paying for the health benefit. Using convoluted logic,
liability could also have been extended to employers providing health benefits.

I Record I lA: On April 17, 2000, the Senate Banking and lnsurance Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to
2 nays. A "Nry" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record I lB: On April 25, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute,
combined with SB 282 and CS/SB 1900, by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays.
A *Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record I lC: On April 26, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Policy Commitree passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5,2000, CS/HB 2339 was substituted for CS/CS/CS/SB 2154.

CS/CS/CS/SB 2l54was laid on the table; refer to CS/Ifi 2339.
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CSIHB 2339 - Patient
Protection Act of 2000
by the House General

Appropriations
Committee and

Rep. Tom Feeney
(R-Oviedo)

S E N A T E  .  H E A T T H  C A R E

his bill was the most comprehensive piece of managed care legislation to pass
during the 2000 Session. AIF played a leading role in creating this bill, which

greatly benefits health plan subscribers and employees while being fair to employ-
ers and balanced in its approach to insurers. For example, the independent review
panel, which handles coverage disputes, was strengthened, enhanced, and required
to act more quickly. Doctors with valid medical licenses in good standing will
have the ultimate say in whether a certain procedure or service is covered. In
addition, doctors and hospitals are required to post the state's toll-free number for
consumer complaints regarding health coverage.

On April 13, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and Regulation
Committee passed the bill favorably with 9 amendments by a vote of l0 yeas
to ? nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 25, 2000, the House General Appropriations Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by q vote of 17 yeas to 3 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May l, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vore of 108 yeas to
8 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, CS/HB 2339 was substituted for CS/CS/CS/SB 2154.

I Record l2A: On May 5, 2000, the $enate passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 23 yeas to 15 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 2339 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.
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CS/CS/SB 4 - Florida
Building Code
Exemption by

the Senate
Comprehensive

Planning, Local and
Military Affairs

Committee; Senate
Banking & Insurance

Committee; and
Sen. Mario Diaz-Balart

(R-Miamil

HB 219 - Florida
Building Code by

Rep. Lee Constantine
(R-Altamonte Springs)

S E N A T E  T  I N S U R A N C E

Insunmcn

/l fter the devastating hurricanes of the 1990s, ir was painfully obvious that the
Fl existing codes were inadequate. AIF has been working with the statewide
Building Code Commission for the past two years to address this problem. SB 4,
along with IIB 219, were the result of this effort. WhileAIF would like to see some
strengthening in some areas, AIF believes the new code as adopted by the legisla-
ture is much better than before. AIF will continue to monitor the new code and will
suggest changes as needed.

t Record lA: On March 28,2000, rhe Senate Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee
substitute, combined with SB 3E0, by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A .dYea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lB: On April 3, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 yeas to
0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 3,2000, CS/CS/SB 4 was substirured by HB 219.

CS/CS/SB 4 was laid on the table; refer to IIB 219.

/[ fter the devastating hurricanes of the 1990s, it was painfully obvious that the
fl existing codes were inadequate. AIF has been working with the Statewide
Building Code Commission for the past two years to address this problem. SB 4,
along with HB 219, were the result of this effort; HB 219 as passed as a compro-
mise. While AIF would like to see some strengthening in some areas, AIF believes
the new code as adopted by the legislature is much better than before. AIF will
continue to monitor the new code and will suggest changes as needed.

On April 19, 2000, the House Community Affairs Committee passed the bill
favorably with I amendment by a vote of 6 yeas to 1 nay. A "Yes" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On April 26, 2000, the House Transportation & Economic Development
Appropriations Committee passed the bill favorably with I amendment by a
vote of l0 yeas to 0 nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of I 19 yeas
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HB 219 Continued

S E N A T E  T  I N S U R A N C E

to 0 nay. A trYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 219 was substituted for CS/SB 4.

I Record 2A: On May 3, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

On May 5, 2000, the House concurred with the Senate and passed the bill on
a vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 219 was passed by both the House and Senate and approved by the
governor. (Chapter No. 20fi)-l4l).
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S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

HB 135 - Citizen
Participation in

Government Act by
Rep, Mike Fasano

(R-New Port Richey)

[,nclr, ll'll] Junrmr

he term SLAPP is an acronym for "strategic Lawsuits Against public partici

pation." SLAPP suits arise when a citizen or citizens'group brings suit under
a statute that authorizes their standing to bring suits or administrative proceedings
in opposition to a permit (for example ,403.412, F.S.). These statures are used, and
often abused, solely for the purpose of delay in order to increase the costs of projects
so they become unfeasible for businesses to continue. In the process, the citizens'
group injures the business.

In response to these slow-moving, unmeritorious lawsuits against them, busi-
nesses and developers bring a so-called SLAPP suit for civil rights violations, defa-
mation, malicious prosecution, abuse of process, tortious interference with a busi-
ness relationship, tortious interference with a contract, civil conspiracy. or other
intentional torts. The number of SLAPP suits are increasing every year because
relaxed standing requirements and increased political activism on environmental
issues is increasing the number of obstructive suits filled by public interest groups.

critics of sLAPP suits complain that they discourage public participation
and have no merit. citizens'groups have begun bringing "SLAPP-back" actions,
often winning dismissal of the SLAPP suit, while the developer must defend against
both the initial suit and the SLAPP-back suit.

During the 1993 and 1994 sessions, bills were filed that would have closed
the courts to businesses faced with citizen harassment. AIF opposed these propos-
als because they would have limited the ability of businesses to defend their inter-
ests. since 1998, however, the SLAPP bills that have been filed have limited the
ability of government to sue private citizens that have used public forums to seek
redress of grievances.

HB 135 and its companion CS/SB 306 were the 2000 session editions of the
Iatter kind of SLAPP legislation. Throughout the session AIF closely monitored
both bills to make sure that no amendment were added that would limit the ability
of injured businesses to seek redress of grievances against individuals or groups
that use harassment tactics to thwart or delay regulatory proceedings.

on November 2, 1999, the House Judiciary committee passed the bill favor-
ably with one amendment by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A ..yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On February 9, 2000, the House General Government Appropriations Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A .dyea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.
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HB 135 Continued

C5/58 305 - Citizen
Participation In

Government Act by
the Senate Judiciary

Committee and
Sen. Tom Lee
(R- Brandon)

S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

On April 19, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote
of I 12 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 2000 HB 135 was substituted for CS/SB 306.

t Record lA: On April 28, 2000 the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A nYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 135 passed both the House and Senate and has been approved by the
governor (00-f41).

Tn" 
term SLAPP is an acronym for "strategic Lawsuits Against Public Partici-

I pation." SLAPP suits arise when a citizen or citizens'group brings suit under
a statute that authorizes their standing to bring suits or administrative proceedings
in opposition to a permit (for example ,403,412, F.S.). These statutes are used, and
often abused, solely for the purpose of delay in order to increase the costs of projects
so they become unfeasible for businesses to continue. In the process, the citizens'
group injures the business.

In response to these slow,moving, unmeritorious Iawsuits against them, busi-
nesses and developers bring a so-called SLAPP suit for civil rights violations, defa-
mation, malicious prosecution, abuse of process, tortious interference with a busi-
ness relationship, tortious interference with a contract, civil conspiracy. or other
intentional torts. The number of SLAPP suits are increasing every year because
relaxed standing requirements and increased political activism on environmental
issues is increasing the number of obstructive suits filled by public interest groups.

Critics of SLAPP suits complain that they discourage public participation
and have no merit. Citizens'groups have begun bringing "SLAPP-back" actions,
often winning dismissal of the SLAPP suit, while the developer must defend against
both the initial suit and the SLAPP-back suit.

During the 1993 and 1994 sessions, bills were filed that would have closed
the courts to businesses faced with citizen harassment. AIF opposed these propo$-
als because they would have limited the ability of businesses to defend their inter-
ests. Since 1998, however. the SLAPP bills that have been filed have limited the
ability of government to sue private citizens that have used public forums to seek
redress of grievances,

CS/SB 306 and its companion HB 135 were the 2000 session editions of the
latter kind of SLAPP legislation. Throughout the session AIF closely monitored
both bills to make sure that no amendment were added that would limit the ability
of injured businesses to seek redress of grievances against individuals or groups
that use harassment tactics to thwart or deiay regulatory proceedings.
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CSISB 306 Continued

cs/sB 4r0 -
Amending the

Statute of
Repose by the

Senate Judiciary
Committee and

$en. lloward Forman
(D- Hollywood)

I

I

S E N A T E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

Record 2A: on December 8, 1999, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A ..Yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position,

Record 28: On April 25, 2000, the Senate Governmenral Oversight and
Productivity Committee passed the bilt favorably with I amendment by a vote
of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 2000, CS/SB 306 was substituted by HB 135

CS/SB 306 was laid on the table; refer to IIB 135.

/f m strongly opposed this measure, as it would repeal part of the civil litigation
Fl reforms passed in 1999. As originally filed, the bill would have repealed the
entire 1999 product liability statute of repose. It was amended by the Senate
Judiciary Committee to repeal only the portion of the statute of repose applying to
aircraft engaged in the commercial transportation of passengers or freight.

I Record 3A: On April 25, 2000, the Senate Judiciary Commirtee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 3 yeas to 2 nays.
A r{Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 410 died in the Senate Agrlculture and Consumer Services
Committee.

CS/CS/SB 1290 - Solid
Waste Management

Services by the Senate
Comprehensive

Planning, Local, and
Military Affairs and

Senate Governmental
Oversight Committee

and Sen, Jim King
(R-Jacksonville)

his bill will keep local governments from unfairly competing against private
companies that provide solid waste collection services. [t addresses displace-

ment, annexation, and incoqporation situations as well.

A strike-everything amendmenr added language to the bill. At the request of
the Department of Environmental Protection, language was added to change the
terminology used to describe action taken to close a hazardous waste storage,
treatment, or disposal facility. It replaced the current "closure permit" with either a
"post-closure permit" or a "clean closure plan." Each new option provides the same
level of protection as the current closure permit, while giving additional flexibility
to the regulated entity.

Additionally, by better aligning the terminology used by Florida's hazardous
waste regulatory program with the terminology of the federal hazardous waste
program, the amendment will enhance the deparrment's flexibility in implementing
the delegated program. Also, Ianguage was added that allows local governments,

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 7.3



C5/CS/58 l29O Continued

CS/HB 1425 - $olid
Waste Management

by the House
Environmental

Protection Committee
and Rep. Rudy Garcia

(R-Hialeah)

S E N A T H  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

at their discretion, to grant a solid-waste fee waiver to non-profit organizations that
are engaged in the collection of donated goods for charitable purpose$ and that
have a recycling or reuse rate of 50 percent or better.

I Record 4A: On April 4, 2000, the Senate Comprehensive Planning, Local,
and Military Affairs Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee
substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yes" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

I Record 48: On April l?, 2000, the Senate Governmenral Oversight Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas and
0 nays. A "Yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 1290 dted on the Senate Calendar.

ntitled the "Fair Competition Bill," HB 1425 by Rep. Rudy Garcia (R-Hialeah)
passed the Legislature during the last week of session. This legislation ensures

fair competition between local governments and the private companies that provide
solid waste management services. HB 1425 was combined with HB 316 by Rep.
Jim Tirllis (R-Jacksonville), which clarified existing law that recovered material
dealers were not subject to franchise fees by local governments. Sen. Jim Hargrett
(D-Tampa) had the Senate companion bill, which was incorporated into HB 1425.

Other features of the bill include an exemption from disposal fees for non-
profit organizations if the local government agrees to waive the fee, as well as the
elimination of the Florida Packaging Council and the Applications Demonstration
Center for Resource Recovery from Solid Organic Materials. The bill also includes
language to change the terminology used to describe actions taken to close a
hazardous waste storage, treatment, or disposal facility.

On April 5, 2000, the House Community Affairs Committee passed the bill
favorably with I amendment by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A ftYeatt vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On April 12, 2000, the House Environmental Protection Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 13 yeas to 0 nays.
A d'Yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May l, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
I l8 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 2,2000, the House, upon reconsideration, passed the bill favorably
as amended by a vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position,
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CS/tlB 1425 Continued

cs/cs/sB 2556 -
Administrative

Procedures by the
Governmental

Oversight &
Productivity

Committee and the
Judiciary Committee

and Sen. Jim King
(R-Jacksonvillel

S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

On May 2, 2000, CS/IB 1425 was substiruted for SB 436.

I Record 5A: On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill on a vote of 37 yeas to
I nay. A '(Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 1425 was passed by both the House and Senate and is pending
actlon by the governor.

he Administrative Procedure Act (APA) provides the procedures for private
businesses and citizens for the redress of grievances against regulatory

agencres.

In 1996, the Legislature passed significant reforms to the APA that signifi-
cantly altered the manner in which state government interacted with private citizens
in Florida. The amended APA provided for agency flexibility through waiver
variance, new and strengthened provisions for private litigants to collect attorney
fees from state agencies in rule challenge proceedings, and stronger legislative
oversight of agencies and included provisions, which strongly discouraged the use
of unadopted policies by agencies.

Despite the progress made reforms in 1996 and 1999, there were additional
issues that needed to be addressed to improve the functioning of the ApA.

SB 2556 and its companion, HB 2023, would have required third-party
interveners in APA proceedings to file a bond to ensure financial responsibility and
discourage frivolous actions brought for harassment and delay. The legislation
would also have amended Florida's Equal Access to Justice Act to allow for
recovery of attorney fees by small businesses with a net worrh of $5,000,000 or
less, and to allow recovery of attorney fees and costs against agencies for up to
$75,000. The language also provided for expedited hearings with accelerated
time sequences upon agreement between the administrative agency and the original
parties to an APA proceeding.

Record 6A: On April 13, 2000, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the
bill as a committee substitute on a vote of 6 yeas to I nay. A ..Yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 68: On April 26, 2000, the Senate Governmental Oversight and
Productivity committee passed the bill as a committee substitute on a vote of
6 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 2556 dted on the $enate Calendar.

I

T
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CS/SB 60 - Intangible
Personal Property

Taxes by the Senate
Fiscal Resource
Committee and

Sen. Tom Lee
(R-Brandon)

CS/HB 67 - Intangible
Personal property Tax
by the House Finance

& Taxation Committee
and Rep. Mike Fasano

(R-New Port Richey)

S E N A T E  T  T A X A T I O N

TlxluoN

ftris 
bill provides that, beginning January l, 2001, accounrs receivable will be

t exempt from the Florida intangibles tax. The bill also reduces the annual tax
on intangible personal property from 1.5 mills to t.0 mill.

The bill also revises the treatment of Florida trusts for intangibles tax pur-
poses. It relieves Florida trustees from paying intangible taxes on trust assets, and
provides that a Florida resident with beneficial interest in a trust is responsible for
reponing his or her share of the trust's assets and paying the intangible tax. Florida
financial institutions will now be able to attract out-of-state capital without having
that investment subjected to Florida intangibles tax.

I Record lAl On February 23, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 5 yeas to 0
nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lB: On March 6, 2000, the Senate Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays,
A ftYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lC: On April4, 2000, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 35 yeas to 3 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000 CS/HB 67 was substituted for CS/SB 60.

CS/SB 60 was laid on the table; refer to CS/HB 67.

his bill provides that, beginning January l, 2001, accounts receivable will be
exempt from the Florida intangibles tax. The bill also reduces the annual tax

on intangible personal property from L5 mills to 1.0 mill.

The bill also revises the treatment of Florida trusts for intangibles tax pur-
poses. It relieves Florida trustees from paying intangible taxe$ on trust assets, and
provides that a Florida resident with beneficial interest in a trust is responsible for
reporting his or her share of the trust's assets and paying the intangible tax. Florida
financial institutions will now be able to attract out-of-state capital without having
that investment subjected to Florida intangibles tax.

I

I
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CS/HB 67 Continued

CS/SB 388 - Tax
Exemptions for

Non-Profit
Organizations by the

Senate Fiscal Resource
Committee

T

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

hanges to the intangibles tax will be effective for rax years beginning on or
after January l, ?001.

On April 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Commirtee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with HB 187, by a vote of
14 yeas to I nay. A "Yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 2, 2000 the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of I 12 yeas ro
3 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, CS/HB 67 was substituted for CS/SB 60.

Record 2A: On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
39 yeas to 0 nays. A t'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 67 passed both the House and Senate and has been approved by
the governor.

his bill provides a sales tax exemption to any organization holding a current
exemption from federal income tax pursuant to 501(c)(3) of the lnternal

Revenue Code.

I Record 3,{: On November 4, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee
passed PCB 00- l favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A {rYea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On November 4, 1999, Senate Fiscal Resource Committee pCB 00-l became
sB 388.

Record 38: On February 23, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0
nays. A r'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3C: On April 4, 2000, the Senare passed the bill favorably by a vote of
38 yeas to 0 nays. A 4Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of I 19 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/ SB 3EE passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.

t

t
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cs/cs/sB 770 -
Alcoholic Beverage

Surcharge/ Reduction
by the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee,
the Senate Regulated

Industries Committee, I
and Sen. Jark Latvele

(R-Palm Harbor)

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

fhis bill staned out as an attempt to reduce the surcharge on alcoholic bever
I
I ages sold for consumption on the premises. This was the second installment of

a three-year effort to repeal the surcharge.

On the last day of the session, this bill became a vehicle to revise the parimutuel
law and grant substantial tax relief to the parimutuel industry. In addition, a
provision favored by AIF relating to the exemption of machinery and equipment
was placed in the bill by amendment. The Senate removed the machinery and
equipment provision and passed the bill with the other two provisions.

Record 4A: On February 23, 2000 the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 5 yeas to 0
nays. A nYeat'vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 48: On March 16, 2000, the Senate Regulated Industries Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with SB 286,
by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4C: On April 4, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
37 yeas to I nay. A "Yed'vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
107 yeas to 4 nays. A *Yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4D: On May 5, 2000, the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Nayn'vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4E: On May 5, 2000, the Senate, upon reconsideration of the amend-
ment vote, failed to pass Senate Amendment I to House Amendment I by a
vote of 16 yeas to 2l nays. A'{Nay" is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4F: On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed SenateAmendment 2 to House
Amendment I favorably by a vote of 19 yeas to 16 nay$. A (dNay" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 4G: On May 5, 2000, the Senate, upon reconsideration, passed the
bill favorably with amendments to the House amendments by a vote of 29
yeas to 7 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2fi)0, the House concurred with the Senate amendments and passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of l0l yeas to 16 nays. A d'Yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4H: On May 5, 2000 the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 33 yeas to 4 nays.
A d'Yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 770 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action
by the governori

I
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C5/58 1070 - Tax
Administration/

Reporting/Assessment
hy the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee
and Sen. Jim Horne

(R-Orange Park)

CS/HB 1105 - Farming
and Forestry

Equipment Sales Tax
Exemption by the

House Finance
and Taxation

Committee and
Rep. Adam Putnam

(R-Bartow)

I

I

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

his bill contains numerous changes to the Florida Tax Code.

Of particular interest to Associated Industries of Florida were rhe following
changes:

. amending the statute of limitations for audits so that effective July l, 2002,
the audit period will be thrie years for all open periods

' adding specialty chemical or bioaugmentation products to the sales tax ex
emption on equipment or machinery for pollution control

. extending the sales tax exemption for machinery & equipment used in the
production of electrical or steam energy if I 5 percent or less of all electrical
or steam energy generated was produced by buming nonresidual fuel

. adding SIC Code 35 to the exemption for repair and labor charges

Record 5A: On March 8, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays.
A d{Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 58: On April4, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, HB 2433 was subsriruted for CS/SB 1070.

CS/SB 1070 was laid on the table: refer to CS/SB 2433-

fhis 
bill revises the application of the partial sales and use-tax exemption on

I self-propelled, power-drawn, or power-driven farm equipment by replacing
a list of specified activities for use of equipment with the requirement that
the equipment be used in "agriculture production." A definition of the term
"agriculture production" is provided.

Also, the bill reduces the sales tax rate on qualifying farm equipment from
3 percent to 2.5 percent effective January l, 2001,

On March 23, 2000, the House Agriculture Committee passed the bill
favorably with 1 amendment by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On April 26, 2000, the House Finance and Thxation Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 3, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
I 16 yeas to 0 nays. A ddYefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CS/HB 1105 Continued

cs/cs/cs/sB 1338 -
Telecommuni-cetionr

Taxation by the
Senate Fiscal Resource

Committee, the
Senate Regulated

Industries Committee,
the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee,
and Sen. Jim Horne

(R-Orange Park)

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

On May 3, 2000, the Senate substituted CS/HB I 105 for CS/SB 1868.

I Record 6A: On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
39 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB lI05 passed both the House and $enste and ls pending action by
the governor,

fnis 
bill substantially rewrites Florida's communications tax law. It creates

I the new Chapter 202, Florida Statutes, the Communications Services Tax
Simplification Law, and provides that communications services be subject to a
uniform statewide tax rate and a local tax to be administered by the Florida
Department of Revenue.

Neither the state nor local communications services tax rates are set in the
bill. The industry and local government$ are directed to supply pertinent informa-
tion to the Department of Revenue for use by the Revenue Estimating Conference
for calculating revenue neutral rates to be presented to the legislature for review
and approval during the 2001 Regular Session. Unless action is taken by the
legislature before June 30, 2001, the act is repealed.

t Record 7A: On March 23,2000,the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas ro 0 nays.
A ttYeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 78: On April 13, 2000, the Senate Regulated Industries Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to
0 nays. A ftYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 7C: On April 26, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays.
A *Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 7D: On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yeatr vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of 108 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 1338 passed both the House and Senate and is pending
action by the governor.

I

I
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C5/58 1868 * Tax on
Farm Equipment by

the Senate Fiscal
Resource Committee
and Sen. Pat Thomas

(D-Quincy)

HB 2433 - Tax
Administration

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

ftris 
bill revises the application of the partial sales and use-tax exemprion on

I self-propelled, power-drawn, or power-driven farm equipment by replacing a
list of specified activities for use of equipment with the requirement that the
equipment be used in "agriculture production." A definition of the term "agricul-
ture production" is provided.

Also, the bill reduces the sales tax rate on qualifying farm equipment from
3 percent to 2.5 percent effective January 1,2001.

I Record 8A: On April 13, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 3, 2000, CS/SB 1868 was substituted by CS/HB I105.

CS/SB l86E was laid on the tablel refer to CS/IIB 1105.

his bill makes numerous changes to the Florida Thx Code as follows:

. amends the statute of limitations for audits so that effective July l, 2002,
the limitation period is three years for all open periods

transfers the responsibility for the collection of civil penalties assessed by
the Elections Commission from the Department of Revenue to the
Elections Commission

deletes a duplicate filing requirement for certain insurance companies

provides for the sharing of specified information by the Department of
Revenue with the Department of Management Services and the Depart-
ment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

provides optional filing periods for certain entities required to pay gross
receipts tax

allows the Department of Revenue to suspend reporting requirements for
terminal operators and bulk carriers when identical data becomes available
to the department from the Intemal Revenue Service

clarifies the exemption from the indexed tax of 20 percent of the manufac-
tured asphalt used for any government public works project

clarifies the manner in which interest is applied to tax deficiencies

provides authority to the Department of Revenue to enter into contracts
with public or private vendors to develop and implement a voluntary
system for sales and use-tax collection and administration

Package by the House
Finance & Taxation

Committee
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HB U433 Continued

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

In addition, the bill does the following:

. adds specialty chemical or bioaugmentation products to the sales tax
exemption on equipment or machinery for pollution control

. extending the sales tax exemption for machinery & equipment used in the
production ofelectrical or steam energy if l5 percent or less ofall electrical
or steam energy generated was produced by burning nonresidual fuel

. adds SIC code 35 to the exemption for repair and labor charges. SIC code
35 was inadvertently left out of the bill last year. The Department of
Revenue has implemented the law as if SIC code 35 were included

. adds savings association holding companies to the list of entities exempt
from the intangibles tax.

. provides a retroactive exemption for renewals of promissory notes for
revolving obligations, if the renewal extends the existing agreement for
certain term obligations.

On April 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee passed House
Finance and Taxation PCB 00-01 by a vote of 14 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 24,2000, House Finance and Taxation PCB 00-01 became HB 2433

On May 2,2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
I 15 yeas to 0 nays. A {{Yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, HB 2433 was substituted for CS/SB 1070.

I Record 9A: On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
39 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Im 2433 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by the
governor.
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F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of AIF
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sB 236 -

Unemployment
Compensation/Base

Period by Senator
Buddy Dyer
(D-Orlando)

S E N A T E  .  U N E M P L O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T I O N

Urrwr,potYlr{tNT ConrynmsATloN

fnis 
bill would have provided for adoption of an "alternate base" calculation for

I past wages in the computation of unemployment compensation benefits.
The proposal provided that an employer would have ten days to dispute a calcula-
tion by the Division of unemployment compensation. The employer would arso
have to supply quarterly wage reports to substantiate its side in the dispute over the
division's calculation. The bill also provided that any excess payments made to an
unemployed individual by the division, could not be recovered or recouped, unless
the overpayment was based a on misrepresentation by the recipient. AIF opposed
the legislation because there was no real reason for changing to an alternate
calculation method and because unemployed individuals should not be allowed to
reap a windfall as a result of agency mistakes. The bill also imposed additional
repofting requirements on employers.

I Record lA: On March 28,2000, the Senate Commerce & Economic Oppor-
tunities committee passed the bill with a vote on 8 yeas and I nays. A ftNay"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 236 died in the Commlttee on Fiscal Policv.
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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cs/sB 1032 - child
Support Workers'

Compensation
Claims by the

Senate Banking
and Insurance

Committee and
Sen. Daryl Joner

(D-Miami)

S E N A T E  T  \ A , / O R K E R 5 ,  C O M P E N S A T I O N

I[/onmso Conmnr'tsArroN

ftris 
bill required judges of compensation claims to consider the interest of the

I worker and the worker's family when approving settlement agreements. The
bill required the appropriate recovery ofany child support af,rearages from the settle-
ment amounts and provided that gross income includes all workers' compensation
benefits and settlements. This bill was supported by AIF.

t Record lA: On March 28,2000, the Senare Children and Families Committee
passed the bill favorably with I amendment by a vote of 4 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lB: On April 17, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with SB 2228,
by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lC: On April 25, 2000, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the
bill favorably by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for theAIF
position.

CS/SB 1032 died on the Sennte Calendar.

T
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cs/sB 2s32 -
Workens'

Compensation Net
Premiums by the

Senate Banking and
Insurance Commiftee
and Sen. Pat Thomas

(D-Quincy)

S E N A T E  T  $ y ' O R K E R S '  C O M P E N S A T I O N

Jtris 
bill clarified the legislative intent as to the terms "net premiums writren"

I and "net premiums collected" as used in the workers'compensation law. The
bill also provided legislative intent language that ceded reinsurance premiums in
accordance with what the Division of Workers'Compensation felt was the original
intent of the statute relating to assessment for the workers' compensation Admin-
istration Trust Fund and the Special Disability Trust Fund.

AIF opposed the general concept of amending the current statutes to include
these items in the amounts taxed for the two trust funds.

Record 2A: On April 24, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 28: On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 35 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of 109 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 2532 passed both the House and Senate and ls pending action by
the governor (00-150).

T

t
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 473 - Motor
Vehicle Emission

Testing by
Rep. Curt Levine

(D-Boca Raton)

H O U S E  '  E N V I R O N M E N T A I .

BruvmoNrf{ENTAT

Tnr Clean OutdoorAirAct was established in 1997 when the EPA adopted more
I stringent clean-air standards and a new method of measuring air quality. In the

year 2000, the EPA will determine compliance of the new standards. Any area nor
meeting the standards will be declared in "non-attainment" and the state will be
required to submit a "State Implementation Plan" (SIP) to bring the area into
compliance by the year 2010 or beyond. During 1999 and 2000, each of Florida's
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation Plans for the period
2000-2020, will be reviewed for conformity with the SIP. Any area not meeting the
conformity requirements will be subject to withholding of all federal rransporration
f'unding for new projects in the area until the plan is brought into compliance.

Florida faces some difficult choices in handling this EPA requirement. If any
areas are declared in non-attainment, a new SIP will be required for those areas or
the state must challenge the EPA determination or the Clean Air Act requirements.
Any MPO plan that is determined to in nonconformance will have to be modified
by eliminating transportation projects or, again, the EPA or Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) requirements must be challenged in federal courr,
This option could impact the ability of industry to expand or relocate in Florida.
If air quality deteriorates, it also will impact the health of citizens and impact
medical costs.

If Florida moves forward with a revised limited program aimed at attainment
and conformity, Florida must find control strategies for fixed and mobile sources.
A combination of fixed and mobile source restrictions is the most effective program
to address air quality. These likely would include more controls on fixed sources
such as industrial and electric util ity boilers. This may also include reformulated
fuel, low sulfur fuel, or seven-point re-vapor pressure fuel to eliminate fuel-related
pollution.

AIF supports maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air quality attain-
ment so that Florida businesses and industries are not forced to bear the brunt ofthe
new EPA requirements.

I Record lA: On February 21, 2000, the House Transportation Committee
passed the bill favorably by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A..Yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On April 10, 2000, HB 473 was combined with CS/IIB 819.

HB 473 was laid on the table; refer to CS/IIB 819.
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sB 772 -
Transportation/

Highway Safety Laws
by the Senate

Transportation
Committee and

Sen. Dan Webster
(R-Winter Garden

CS/HE 819 - Motor
Vehicle Emissions
Inspections by the

House Environmental
Protection Committee

and Rep. Jim Fuller
(R-Jacksonville)

H O U S E  r  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

he legislature enacted Senate Bill772, which included an amendment repeal
ing the motor vehicle inspection program. This choice to repeal the existing

program may significantly impact industry, as a limit on state vehicle inspection
programs will facilitate a move toward controls on fixed sources.

It was AIF's position that maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air
quality attainment was crucial so that Florida's business and industries were not
unduly impacted by new EPA requirements.

On February 22,2000, the Senate Transportation committee passed the bill
favorably on a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A '{Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas and 0 nays.

I Record 2A: On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill as amended on a vote
of 120 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate concurred in the House amendments and passed
the bill a vote of 38 yeas and I nays. A ttNaytt vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

SB 772 was passed by both the House and Senate and is pending action
from the governor.

he Clean OutdoorAirAct was established in 1997 when the EPA adopted more
stringent clean-air standards and a new method of measuring air quality. In the

year 2000, the EPA will determine compliance of the new standards. Any area nor
meeting the standards will be declared in "non-attainment" and the state will be
required to submit a "state Implemenration Plan" (sIP) to bring the area inro
compliance by the year 2010 or beyond. During 1999 and 2000, each of Floricla's
Metropolitan Planning organization (MPo) Transportation Plans for the perioct
2000-2020, will be reviewed for conformity with the sIP. Any area not meeting the
conformity requirements will be subject to withholding of all federal transportation
funding for new projects in the area until the plan is brought into compliance.

Florida faces some difficult choices in handling this EPA requiremenr. If any
areas are declared in non-attainment, a new sIP will be required for those areas or
the state must challenge the EPA determination or the Clean Air Act requirements.
Any MPo plan that is determined to in nonconformance will have ro be modified
by eliminating transportation projects or, again, the EPA or Federal Highway
Administration (FHwA) requirements must be challenged in federar court.
This option could impact the ability of industry to expand or relocare in Florida.
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CS/HB 819 Continuod

H O U S E  T  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

If air quality deteriorates, it also will impact the health of citizens and impact medi-
cal costs.

If Florida moves forward with a revised limited program aimed at atainment
and conformity, Florida must find control strategies for fixed and mobile sources.
A combination of fixed and mobile source restrictions is the most effective program
to address air quality. These likely would include more controls on fixed sources
such as industrial and electric utility boilers. This may also include reformulated
fuel, low sulfur fuel, or seven-point re-vapor pressure fuel to eliminate fuel-related
pollution.

AIF supports maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air quality artain-
ment so that Florida businesses and industries are not forced to bear the brunt of the
new EPA requirements.

I Record 3A: On March 30, 2000, the House Environmental protection

Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined
with HB 473,by a vote of 13 yeas to I nay. A "Yef," vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

Record 38: On April 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 14 yeas to I nay,
A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3C: On April 26, 2000 the House Transportation and Economic
Development Appropriations Commirtee passed the bill favorably with one
amendment by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

Record 3D: On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 819 died in the Senate Committee on Thansportation.

I

t

I

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 12.3



cs/cs/cs/sB 1406 -
State Regulation of
Land/Brownfield by

the Senate Fiscal
Polity; Commerce

Committee; Economic
Opportunities

Committee; Natural
Resources Committee;
and Sen. Jack Latvala

(R-Palm Harbor)

H O U S E  r  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

he term "brownfield" is used to describe vacant properties that show signs of
Iow-level contamination.

In 1997, the legislature passed the Brownfields Redevelopment Act (Section

376.77-376.84, Florida Statutes) authorizing local governments to designate
brownf,reld areas by resolution if certain criteria are met, including public notice
requirements and the establishment of an advisory committee to improve public
participation. The act also required that risk-based corrective action (RBCA)
be applied at brownfield sites and directed the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to adopt a cleanup-criteria rule.

The 1997 legislation established a framework for brownfield redevelopment.
Legislation in 1998 provided the much-needed financial incentives and the
formation of public/private partnerships for rehabilitation of these areas.

SB 1406 provides additional meaningful incentives to brownfield redevelop-
ment, including job credits and property tax credits, sales tax exemptions for
building materials, and other incentives similar to those existing in enterprise zones.
The bill also allows for tax-increment financing and redevelopment in brownfield
sites, increases the limited state loan guaranty of primary lenders loans, and creates
a brownfield redevelopment grants program.

In its legislative agenda for the 2000 Session, the DEP proposed extending
the risk-based corrective action concept to all sites contaminated with pollutants,
hazardous substances, or hazardous wastes, regardless of eligibility for the
petroleum, brownfields, or dry-cleaning programs. This "global RBCA" provision
was included in SB 1406, but was removed from SB 1406 prior to final passage.

AIF supports legislation providing real economic incentives to privare
entities for investment in the rehabilitation of brownfield areas.

On March 6, 2000, the Senate Natural Resources Committee passed as a
committee substitute the bill by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On March 15, 2000, the Senate Comprehensive Planning, l,ocal and Military
Affairs Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a
vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 25, ?000, the Senare Fiscal Policy Commitree passed the bill as a
committee substitute on a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

On May2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill as amended on a vote of 38 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4A,: On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill as amended on a vote
of 66 yeas to 48 nays. A {'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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cs/c5/cs/58 1406
Continued

H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

t Record 4Br On May 5, 2000, the House asked the Senate to return the bill.
Motion to reconsider adopted. Reconsidered; amendments reconsidered,
withdrawn. Amendment(s) adopted, committee substitute passed as amended
on a vote of I 19 yeas to I nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate concurred and passed the bill on a vote of 35
yeas to I nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 1406 passed both the House and Senate and is pending
action by the governor.
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::i:::]:::::
::i::tl:: iiiii:i:iti:itiiii;li:i:iii:iiiiii;iii'ii:il Amall (R) A F F F
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S.i.il I Ball (R) A F F F

3 I iTf Baneiro (R) A F F F

|,4 t Bense (R) F A F F F
'4 I jijiiijijiiiiiS0 Betancourt (D) A F F F F

4 I i:.80 Bilirakis (R) A F F F F

D t iiriTSiiiiii; Bitner (R) A F F F

i e ljl:l:iS$iiii Bloom (D) A F A F

i, 2 fiCI Boyd (D) A F A F

I t, lr$ Bradley (R) A F F F

I i l Bronson (D) A F F F
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote again$ position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of A,lF . A - Vote against position of AIF

1 2 . 1  12 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



Hourr Av:mc: ox ErvnoilmEilTAL fcornrxurnf

;:;:iiii:;:i:i:i:i:;:i:i:ii:i:::::i:;:::i:i::::::

i:ii:i:;::tiiiiii:;i:i:iJr:ii:i:::i:i:i::

i ' : ' ; ; ' ; ' ; ' ; ' ; ,; ' : ,:, i ,:,: ' i ' i ' ; ' ; . i : i .::; i : i ' : ' :

: : ; : i : i i ; : : : ; i i ; ; : ; : i ; ; ; ; : i : : : : : ; i : :
::i:;:;:i:i:;:i:;:i:i:;:li:;:i:i:i:::i:;:::::;:ii:;
i.i'::i:::i.:'i:;'i:i';'i'i:;'i':::';';':':';';'L;.:

::: i : i i : ::::::::: i : i ::: i :::;::: i :: j i :;::: i : i i :

:: ::i ::: : l: : : ::::: : i:: ::: ::: ::::: : :::

::a:::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

ii:1;:;:i:,:;:;:i:;i;:|*iii,1:,i ;li:,.,.,

iii.:i.:.iili:.1..#ii.:,iiiii:.',::;,:,'::,,,:l:i:ii:i#:i:,:,:i:i:::i:,:,:,
r:,:fr::r:r:r:r::ri5rll1i;;:::::

,j,ii i i,ii i i i i,l*j,ii i i i;;,,i;:
.;i;i.;i;i;iiiii;i*il;.;.;l,;'.:.:;.;.
ii;i;ii;!;i;i;i;ii!f,liiiii;;::ii;i
.ii:i:.:.:i:.i:.:i:;*tl.iiii;ii;i;:l.;
iiii:;,,i;,lii:,tll,iii;i;l;,;,;i i
:,i..:,iii ;iiilii;.;tii:::;:ii:

iiiii.i.,iiiiiii$i.ii.ii;:;i.:i:l
iiiiiiiiiii:iiri,Htii:iiiiiiiii
;:il.;.i.;rirt;i::il[ii;iii;;i;;iiil
.ii.i.i.i.ii.iiiiSri::ii:iiii.
:iiiii:iiiii#iiiii:i:iii:

uJ

t-

z
ul
r/l
ulgE
4
rIJ
EE

h
tr

o
q)

0

h

q
d

r Y l

q.)

TJ

f,o)

L

I

h

F
..1
Fl

.F)

v)
h

B
b0

+

r
6

,l
I

(!

()
o)
6

>
q
6

rTl

q)

(J

#

E
ffl

()
0)

6

6

E

6
6

l r I

i.)

tJ

#

E
I

tr

u
ts
6

b

6
6

f r l

{)
u

#
L

E
(J
rn

(J
{t
a
6

q

6

q)

(J

L(|)

L

E
I

t l

h
q.)

()
(J

IJ

f t

B

E

t

6
6.1

(J

U

g.

ru

B

E
s

iiiiiiiiilii:lii:::i:i:iiiii:i::iii:iiii:jii:ii
|;|;ii:::;i;;;i;i;i;i;;;i;i;l;iiiiiii;|;i;:;iii
.:i:i:.i.;i.;:;;.:.:iii;iii.i;ii.;.ii:i.;:i.i.l.
:';ir',',.:.i:,:i:l$*ij:.iii.i:l:.i.,.:.:,
,i.i i,il;;i.,iii i;iil+i;.;i;:ii:i:iii;i;:
i.i.i.iiii;ii;;iiiE.iiiXii.i.i.iiii
: ' : ' : ::]::::: ' : ' : ' : ' :* ' :]::: ' :! ' : ::::::::::]

:'j.:i:::::i::i:i:i:*t;:::::i:ii:i:i:i;ii:i
:i:i;i.iii:ir:,ii;tSliir,iii;i:ilii
ir!;:;:;:;i;ill;itl[:;i;i:;i:il:iii:i:
r:::.'ili:i i:ii :.ii :'ii:r:i::ir
iii;i;iiii.i;.i:*';i;i;;;:.i.:iiii;
::t::::iL:::: i:i:Fi::i::::lj:::11i:

i;.;.i;i.ii:;:r:;i; g:iri:;lii;i:;iii
i:::::.::::::::;: :Iiriiii:i:i:i:i:i:;: :ii:i::

Spratt (D) A F F F

Stafford (D) A F A F

Stansel (D) A F F F F

irli;i*il Starks (R) A F F F

, i i r , i i i i i i i i ; t i
4l:::::::r::::::i:j::::
'Pi:,:,:,:,:,:,:i:::::;;i Suarez (D) A F F A F

't:!):: i l t , , i
: :E:: Sublette (R) A F A F

5 ,nt', Thrasher (R) A F F F

4 I iiiiliitii8CI'.i Trovill ion (R) F A F F F

5 t iiiiS$iiri Tull is (R) A F F F F F

,z 2 Turnbul l (D) A F A F

ilt I 7:E Villalobos (R) A F F F

5 I 75 Wallace (R) A F F F

5 2 60 Wasserman-Schultz (D) A F F A F

4 I *0.. Waters (R) A F F F F

3 2 60. Wiles (D) A F F A F

t) lr ,'$CI:r.. Wilson (D) A F A F

3 t Wise (R) A F F F

3:El N.Zil TOTAL

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vore against position of AIF
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H O U S E  '  H E A L T H  C A R E

CS/HB 149 - HMO's/
Inpatient Hospital

Services by the House
Health Care Seruices

Committee and
Rep. Alex Villalobor

(R'Miami)

CS/HE 399 - Newhorn
Hearing Screening

by the House Health
Care Services

Committee and
Rep. Manuel Priegeuz

(R-Miami)

I

t

I

t

t

Hnu,rn Cmn

his legislation mandated that managed care organizations could not contracr
with hospitalists for inpatient services. Hospitalists are physicians who

specialize in inpatient hospital care. No managed care organization in Florida
currently requires their use. AIF opposed this bill, as it potentially would require an
insurer to pay twice for the same service due to contractual relationships with
hospitalists and other providers. This added cost would be passed on to the
employer paying for the health care benefit.

I Record lA: On February 8,2000, the House Health Care Services Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l4 yeas to
0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lB: On March 8, 2000, the House Governmental Operations
Committee passed the bill favorably with three amendments by a vote of 4
yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lC: On March 16, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 9 yeas to 3 nays.
A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record I D: On May l, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 149 died in messages to the Senate.

Tn. 
bill provides access to additional hearing tests for newborns when deemect

I medically necessary. AIF supponed this legislation after it was successfully
amended by the House Health Care Services Committee to provide for medical
necessity ut i l izat ion.

Record 2A: March 16,2000, the House Health Care Services Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l4 yeas to 0
nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 28: On March 30, 2000, the House Governmental Rules and Regula-
tions committee passed the bill favorably with two amendments by a vote of

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 13.1



CS/HB 399 Continued

HB 433 - Pharmacists
Licensure by

Endorsement by
the House Health

Care Licensing
and Regulation
Committee and

Rep. Adam Putnam
(R-Bartow)

I

I

H O U S E  .  H E A T T H  C A R E

6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2C: On April l l,2000, the House Health and Human Services
Appropriations Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 9 yeas to 0
nays. A {{Yefltt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2D: OnApril24,2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l3 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 1, 2000, CS/HB 399 was substituted for CS/SB 1428 on the Senate
Floor.

On May 3, 2000, the Senate pa$sed the bill favorably by a vote of 40 yeas to
0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 399 passed both the House and the Senate and is pending action
by the governor.

urrently in the state of Florida, there is a shortage of pharmacists. Drug stores
cannot open new facilities until they find qualified personnel; the situation is

especially severe for pharmacies that would like to operate Z4-hour facilities.

This bill would allow a pharmacist licensed in another state to become a phar-
macist in Florida without having to take the national licensure examination at the
time of application. This is called "licensure by endorsement" and is currently
applicable in 48 states. Currently, only Florida and California do not allow licen-
sure by endorsement.

A pharmacist in another state wishing to come to Florida to work must
submit proof of the "active licensed practice of pharmacy" in tow of the immedi-
ately preceding five years or evidence of successful completion of either board-
approved postgraduate training or a board-approved clinical competency examina*
tion within the year preceding application. The bill prohibits the Departmenr of
Health from issuing a license to any applicant who is being investigated for acts
that would violate regulations applicable to Florida-licensed pharmacists until the
investigation is complete, or to any pharmacist whose license has been suspended
or revoked in another state, or to any applicant whose license to practice pharmacy
is currently the subject of any disciplinary proceeding.

I Record 3A,: On January 19, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by
a vote of I I yeas to 2 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 38: On February 22, Z0OO, the House Governmental Rules and
Regulations Committee failed to pass the bill by a vote of 3 yeas to 4 nays.

z O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 13.2



HB 433 Continued

CS/HB 673 - Cliniel
Laboratory Services
by the House Health

Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee

and Rep. Bill Posey
(R-Rockledge)

HB 913 - Adverse
Determinations in

Medicine by
Rep. Robert Casey

(R-Gainesville)

I

I

H O U S E  .  H E A T T H  C A R E

A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3C: On March 8, 2000, the House Governmental Rules and
Regulations Committee, upon reconsideration, passed the bill favorably with
three amendments by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A '{Yea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

Record 3D: On April 18, 2000, the House Health and Human Services
Appropriations Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 8 yeas to 3
nays. A 'dYeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 433 died on the House Calendar,

fhis measure would have created greater accountability and responsiveness by
T
I clinical laboratories. AIF supported this bill after successfully amending it in

the House Health Care Licensing Committee.

I Record 4A: On February ZZ, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by
a vote of I ? yeas to I nay. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 673 died in the House Insurance Committee.

ftris 
bill would have restricted managed care organizations from allowing any

I one other than a physician make adverse determinations on claims. By doing
so, it provided that doctors would be making "doctor decisions" regarding services
being sought by a subscriber. AIF supported this legislation after it was success-
fully amended by Rep. Everett Kelly (R-Tavares) in the House Health Care Licens-
ing and Regulation Committee to provide that the doctor making the adverse
determination must be in good standing and have a valid medical license from any state.

I Record -5A: On March 8, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed substitute amendment number two by Rep.
Kelly, which was a substitute amendment to amendment number one by Rep.
Robert Casey (R-Gainesville), favorably by a vote of 8 yeas to 6 nays.
A '(Yea" vorc is a vote for the AIF position.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



HB 913 Continued

cs/cs/cs sB 1508 *
Health Maintenance

Organizations; Billing,
Late Payments, and

Treatment by the
Senate Banking &

Insurance Committee,
the Senate Health,

Aging and Long-Term
Care Committee, the

Senate Fisml Policy
Committee and

Sen. Ginny Brown-
Waite (R-Spring Hill)

H O U S E  T  H E A L T H  C A R E

I Record 58: On March 8, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a
vote of I I yeas to I nay. A 'dYefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

HB 913 died on the House Calendar.

nlike SB 706, this bill equitably dealt with the paymenr of health insurance
claims. The business community (together with doctors, hospitals, insurers,

etc.) worked tirelessly on this legislation along with the Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) and the Department of Insurance. This end result of this
effort closely followed findings and recommendations of the Prompt pay Thsk Force
that studied this entire issue for over a year. The chair of the Task Force was AHCA
secretary Ruben King-Shaw.

On April 3, 2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 12, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to
0 nays. A ttYeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 25, 2000, the Senare Fiscal Policy Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute combined with cs/sB 706 and sB 2234.
by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A ..Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 39 yeas to
0 nays, A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

r Record 6A:.on May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorabry by a vote of
I l-5 yeas to 0 nays. A,,Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

cs/cs/cs/sB 1508 passed both the House and the senate and is pending
action by the governor.
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cs/HB 19s3 -
Telehealth Inturance

Services to Patients by
the House Health Care

Licensing and
Regulation

HB 2061 -
Commission on

Mandated Health
Benefits by the House
Insurance Committee

I

H O U $ E  r  H E A L T H  C A R E

ftris bill would have greatly restricted Floridians'ability ro access innovative
T
I health care services being provided around the globe. While in the legal limits

of Florida, a citizen would have been unable to contact by fax, email, telephone,
teleconference, etc., a health care provider for medical advice or service anywhere
outside of Florida unless that provider had a Florida medical license. AIF felt this
legislation was too broad and overly restrictive and wrought with numerous
unintended consequences that would discourage the utilization of rapidly evolving
medical technology.

Record 7A: On March 8, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Committee passed PCB 00-8 favorably with I amendment by a
vote of 6 yeas to 3 nays. A 'Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 14,2000, House Health Care Licensing and Regulation PCB 00-8
became FIB 1953.

Record 78: On March 23, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Comrnittee passed the hill favorably as a committee substitute by
a vote of l0 yeas to 2 nays. A d'Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 7C: On April 5, 2000, the House Governmental Operations Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably with two amendments by a vote of 6 yeas to
0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 7D: On May 1, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I 16 yeas to I nay. A "Nay" vote is a vore for the AIF position.

CS/HB 1953 died in the Senate Criminal Justice Committee.

Jtris 
legislation would have finally erected a mechanism to provide scientific,

I empirical data on the effects of health insurance mandates on the costs of Florida
health care policies.

AIF opposed an amendment in the House Health Care Services Committee
on March 30 by Rep. Bill Sublette (R-Orlando, which virtually gutted the original
Iegislation. The amendment was adopted l2 to 5. Language similar to the original
version of HB 2061, however, was included in HB 2339, which AIF supported and
was eventuallv enacted

I

I

I

I

I

Record 8A: On March 14, 2000, the House Insurance Committee passed House
Insurance PCB 00-02 favorably with one amendment by a vote of l4 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 17, 2000, House Insurance PCB 00-02 became HB 2061

Record 88: On March 30, 2000, the House Health Care Services Commirtee

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 13.5



HB 2061 Continued

CS/SB 2086 - Small
Employers Health

Alliances by the
Senate Banking and

Insurance Committee
and Sen.Jim King

(R-Jacksonville)

H O U S E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

failed to pass a motion making the bill a committee substitute by a vote of 4
yeas to 13 nays. A "Yeat'vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 8C: On March 30, 2000, the House Health Care Services Committee
passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 12 yeas to
5 nays. A "Naytt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 2061 died in the House Governmental Operations Committee.

Jhis legislation makes it easier for small employers to obtain health-care poli-
I cies for their employees by creating small employer health alliances. AIF

suppofted this bill because, together with HB 687 and SB 1300, it reformed the
small-group purchasing cooperatives to provide access to affordable health care for
many Floridians.

On March 27,2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays.
A d(Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 5, 2000, the Senate Health, Aging and Long-Term Care Committee
passed the bill favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

On April 28,2000 the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 40 yeas to
0 nays, A 'dYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 9A: On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of
I l8 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 2086 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.
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CS/HB 2339 - Patient
Protection Act
of 2000 by the
House General

Appropriations
Committee and

Rep. Tom Feeney
(R-Oviedo)

H O U $ E  r  H E A T T H  C A R E

fhis bill was the mosr comprehensive piece of managed care legislation to pass
I during the 2000 Session. AIF played a leading role in creating this bill, which

greatly benefits health plan subscribers and employees while being fair to employ-
ers and balanced in its approach to insurers. For example, the independent review
panel, which handles coverage disFutes, was strengthened, enhanced, and required
to act more quickly. Doctors with valid medical licenses in good standing will have
the ultimate say in whether a ceftain procedure or service is covered. In addition,
doctors and hospitals are required to post the state's toll-free number for consumer
complaints regarding health coverage.

I Record l0A: On April 13, 2000, the House Health Care Licensing and
Regulation Comminee passed the bill favorably with nine amendments by a
vote of l0 yeas to 2 nays. A d(Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record I 0B: On April 25, 2000, the House General Appropriations Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l7 yeas to
3 nays. A '{Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lOC: On May 1,2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 108 yeas to 8 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, CS/HB 2339 was subsrituted for CS/CS/CS/SB 2154.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 23 yeas ro
l5 nays. A "Yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 2339 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor,

T

T
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F - Vote for position of AIF , A - Vote against position of AIF
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6#' Argenziano (R) A, F A F

#:i.ii.il Arnall (R) A F tl A F
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t.tl:;:fl.l Bainter (R) A F A F F F

4.....lj.iiii4 (R)Bal l A A F A A F F

.'.,4 l i i,fli i,i ' ii;:;ii6T;iii.i;ilBaneiro (R) A F A F F

; 4 : .tl;;l$.t. $].,.,.:.,.Bense (R) A F A F

4; ,'i.ti f,.r.ii;i;i r7...' Betancourt (D) A F A F

D .i5ii Ss. Bilirakis (R) A A F A A A F F

5 ...'r2t ,, ' , .  . I , , Bitner (R) A F A F F

E : i.iiti'5 5,O,,.....Bloom (D) A A F A F A A F

'6 1,,.,':" 55 Boyd (D) A A F A A A F F

i{ .i.2itr:iii:i 7t;n Bradley (R) q. F F A F F

} 2,,,t,:j il,,N Bronson (D) A, F A F F

t.i.4ii.iii;l
.1:;:::: A7.'.'.Brown (D) { F A F F
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6 5 { { Villalobos (R) A A F A A A F F F

I 3 7D Wallace (R) A F F A F A F F

6 5 55 Wasserman-

Schultz (D) A A F A F F F A A

{ ? 7l Waters (R) A F A F F F

j 2 11 Wiles (D) A F A F F F
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F - Vote for position of AIF , A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 219 - Florida
Building Code by

Rep. Lee Constantine
(R-Altamonte Springs)

H O U S E  r  I N S U R A N C E

r
INSURANCE

f\ fter the devastating hurricanes of the 1990s, it was painfully obvious that the
Fl existing codes were inadequate. AIF has been working with the Statewide
Building Code Commission for the past two years to address this problem. SB 4,
along with HB 219, were the result of this effort. While AIF would like to see some
strengthening in some areas, AIF believes the new code as adopted by the legisla-
ture is much better than before. AIF will continue to monitor the new code and will
suggest changes as needed.

I Record lA: On April 19, 2000, the House Community Affairs Committee
passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 6 yeas to I nay.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record lB: On April 26, 2000, the House Transportation and Economic
Development Appropriations Committee passed the bill favorably with one
amendment by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yeat' vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

I Record I C: On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote
of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 219 was substituted for CS/SB 4

On May 3, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
40 yeas to 0 nay. A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lD: On May 5, 2000, the House concurred with the Senate and passed
the bill on a vote of I 19 yeas to 0 nays. A (rYea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

SB 219 was passed by both the House and Senate and approved by the
Governor. (Chapter No. 2{Xl0-141)
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vore against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 135 - Citizen
Participation in

Government Act by
Rep. Mike Fasano

(R-New Port Richey)

H O U S E  '  L E c A L  A N D  J U D t C I A L

lnclr ANn JuurcrAr

he term SLAPP is an acronym for "Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Partici-
pation." SLAPP suits arise when a citizen or citizens' group brings suit in

opposition to a permit under a statute (e.g., 403.412, F.S.) that authorizes their
standing to bring suits in a civil court or in an administrative proceeding. These
statutes are used, and often abused, sblely for the puqpose of delay in order to
increase the costs of projects so they become unfeasible for businesses to continue.
In the process, the citizens'group injures the business.

In response to these slow-moving, unmeritorious lawsuits against them,
businesses and developers may bring a so-called SLAPP suit for civil rights viola-
tions, defamation, malicious prosecution, abuse of process, tortious interference
with a business relationship, tortious interference with a contract, civil conspiracy.
or other intentional torts. The number of SLAPP suits are increasing every year
because relaxed standing requirements and increased political activism on environ-
mental issues is increasing the number of obstructive suits filled by public interest
groups.

critics of sLAPP suits complain that they discourage public participation
and have no merit. citizens'groups have begun bringing "slAPp-back" actions,
often winning dismissal of the SLAPP suit, while the developer must defend against
both the initial suit and the SLAPP-back suit.

During the 1993 and 1994 sessions, bills were filed that would have closed
the courts to businesses faced with citizen harassment. AIF opposed these propos-
als because they would have limited the ability of businesses to defend their inter-
ests. Since 1998, however, the SLAPP bills that have been filed have limited the
ability of government to sue private citizens that have used public forums to seek
redress of grievances.

HB 135 and its companion CS/SB 306 were the 2000 session editions of the
latter kind of sLAPP legislation. Throughout the session AIF closely monitored
both bills to make sure that no amendment were added that would limit the ability
of injured businesses to seek redress of grievances against individuals or groups
that use harassment tactics to thwart or delay regulatory proceedings.

f Record lA: On November 2, 1999, the House Judiciary Committee passed
the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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HB 135 Continued

CS/HB 1425 - Solid
Waste Management

by the House
Environmental

Protection Committee
and Rep. Rudy Garcia

(R-Hialeah)

I

I

H O U S E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

Record lB: On February 9, 2000, the House General Government Appro-
priations Committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays.
A rdYeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lC: On April 19, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l2 yeas to 0 nays. A'dYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 2000IIB 135 was substituted for CS/SB 306.

On April 28, 2000 the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vore of 40 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 135 passed both the House and Senate and ls pending action by the

SOVernor.

f 
ntitled the "Fair Competition Bill," HB 1425by Rep. Rudy Garcia (R-Hiateah)

L passed the Legislature during the last week of session. This legislation ensures
fair competition between local governments and the private companies that provide
solid waste management services. HB 1425 was combined with HB 316 by Rep.
Jim Tullis (R-Jacksonville), which clarified existing law that recovered material
dealers were not subject to franchise fees by local governments. Sen. Jim Hargrett
(D-Tampa) had the Senate companion bill, which was incorporated inro HB 1425.

Other features of the bill include an exemption from disposal fees for non-
profit organizations if the local government agrees to waive the fee, as well as the
elimination of the Florida Packaging Council and the Applications Demonstration
Center for Resource Recovery from Solid Organic Materials. The bill also includes
Ianguage to change the terminology used to describe actions taken to close a haz,
ardous waste storage, treatment, or disposal facility.

Record 2A: On April 5, 2000, the House Community Affairs Committee passed
the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 28: On April 12, 2000, the House Environmental Protection Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as committee subsrirure by a vote of l3 yeas
to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2C: On May l, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l8 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2D: On lvlay 2,2000, the House, upon reconsideration, passed the
bill favorably as amended by a vote of I 17 yeas to 0 nays. A..Yea" vore is a
vote for the AIF position.

On May 2, 2000, CS/HB 1425 was substituted for SB 436.

I

I

I

I
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C$/HB 1425 Continued

cs/cs/HB 2023 -
Administrative

Procedure/Business
Networth by General

Government
Appropriations

Committee; Judiciary
Committee and

Rep. Allan Bense
(R-Panama City)

H O U S E  r  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill on a vote of 37 yeas to I nay. A
*Yed' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 1425 was passed by both the House and Senate and is pending
action by the governor.

he Administrative Procedure Act (APA) provides the procedures for private
businesses and citizens for the redress of grievances against regulatory agencies.

In 1996, the Legislature passed significant reforms to the APA that signifi-
cantly altered the mannerin which state government interacted with pdvate citizens
in Florida. The amended APA provided for agency flexibility through waiver
variance, new and strengthened provisions for private litigants to collect attorney
fees from state agencies in rule challenge proceedings, and stronger legislative
oversight of agencies and included provisions, which strongly discouraged the use
of unadopted policies by agencies.

Despite the progress made reforms in 1996 and 1999, there were additional
issues that needed to be addressed to improve the functioning of the APA.

HB 2023 and its companion, SB 2556, would have required third-party inter-
veners in APA proceedings to file a bond to ensure financial responsibility and
discourage frivolous actions brought for harassment and delay. The legislation would
also have amended Florida's E4ual Access to Justice Act to allow for recovery of
attorney fees by small businesses with a net worth of $5,000,000 or less, and to
allow recovery of attorney fees and costs against agencies for up to $75,000. The
language also provided for expedited hearings with accelerated time sequences upon
agreement between the administrative agency and the original parties to an APA
proceeding.

Record 3A: On March 29, 2000, the House Judiciary committee passed the
bill on a vote of 6 yeas to 2 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 38: On April 5, 2000, the House Governmental Rules & Regulations

committee passed the bill with I amendment on a vote of 7 yeas to I nay.
A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3C: On April 18, 2000, the House General Government Appropria-
tions Committee passed the bill as a committee substitute on a vote of 6 yeas

to 2 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3D: On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill with amendments on
a vote of 106 yeas to I I nays. A ftYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 2023 died in the Senate Judiclary committee.

I

I

t

I
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F - Votefor position of AIF , A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Edwards (D) F F F F F F

Effman (D) F F F

l"ffii Eggelletion (D) F F F F

Farkas (R) F F F F

Fasano (R) F F F F
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Feeney (R) F F F F

Fiorentino (R) F F F F F

Flanagan (R) F F F F

Frankel (D) F F F F

Fuller (R) F F F F

Futch (R) F F F F

tiri+uit Garcia (R) F F F F

Gay (R) F F F F F F

Goode (R) F F F F F

Goodlette (R) F F F F

Gottlieb (D) F F F F

lril$i'+
,ii:il iii:l:i:iil1i+m+Green (R) F F F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Reddick (D) F F F F F

Ritchie (D) F F F A

Ritter (D) F F F F A A

Roberts (D) F F F F

Rojas (R) F F F A F

Rubio (R) F F F F

Russell (R) F F F F F

Ryan (D) F F F F F

Sanderson (R) F F F

Sembler (R) F F F F F F

Smith, Christopher (D) F F F

Smith, Kelley (D) F F F F

Sobel (D) F F F F F
i:r:::r::ti:;i:r;rir;ri:i:ii:i j:i:::ii+;: j:i:i:::r1i

:::il;i:;-+;iriii::it.i:ili#iiiiiriii: Sorensen (R) F F F F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Stansel (D) F F F F
iri:ii:ii::i:i:iii;:r::i;

i+n$.+ii+' f f i Starks (R) F F F F

Suarez (D) F F F F F

ilffi Sublette (R) F F F F

E+$ffiHiThrasher (R) F F F F

Trovillion (R) F F F F F

Tullis (R) F F F F F

Tlrnbull (D) F F F F A

Villalobos (R) F F F F

Wallace (R) F F F F F

Wasserman-Schultz (D) F F F F

Waters (R) F F F F

iiiii:rSriri:r Wiles (D) F F F
;;;,i,:,;;::::::.:.::.r,r,;,;,,

::i:i:i iri;:.,jl Wilson (D) F F F F

:iiil:;lffiiiiiiWise (R) F F F F

11fi'+r;;1TOTAL

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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CS/HB 67 - Intangible
Personal Property Tax
by the House Finance

& Taxation Committee
and Rep. Mike Fasano

(R-New Port Richey)

C5/58 388 - Tax
Exemptions for Non-
Profit Organizations
hy the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee

H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

TlxauoN

ftris 
bill provides that, beginning January 1, 2001, accounts receivable will be

I exempt from the Florida intangibles tax. The bill also reduces the annual tax
on intangible personal property from 1.5 mills to 1.0 mill.

The bill also revises the treatment of Florida trusts for intangibles tax pur-
poses. It relieves Florida trustees from paying intangible taxes on trust assets, and
provides that a Florida resident with beneficial interest in a trust is responsible for
reporting his or her share of the trust's assets and paying the intangible tax. Florida
financial institutions will now be able to attract out-of-state capital without having
that investment subjected to Florida intangibles tax.

Changes to the intangibles tax will be effective for tax years beginning on or
afterJanuary 1,2001.

t Record lAr On April 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with HB 187,
by a vote of 14 yeas to I nay. A *Yea' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lB: On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of
112 yeas to 3 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, CS/HB 67 was substituted for CS/SB 60.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 39 yeas to
0 nays. A *Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 67 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.

ftris 
bill provides a sales tax exemption to any organization holding a current

I exemption from federal income tax pursuant to 501(cX3) of the lnternal
Revenue Code.

On November 4, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed PCB
00-l favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

2 O O O  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 16.1



C5/SE 388 Continued

CS/HB 695 - Alcoholic
Beverage Surcharge

by the House
Regulated Service

Committee and
Rep. David Bitner
(R-Port €harlotte)

H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

On November 4, 1999, Senate Fiscal Resource Committee PCB 00-l
became SB 388.

On February 23, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 4, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 38 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2A: On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of
I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A (rYea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CSI SB 3EB passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.

ftris 
bill would have continued the repeal of the alcoholic beverage surcharge,

I which was begun by the 1999 Legislature. Specifically, this bill reduced the
surcharges on liquor, wine, cider, and beer sold for on-premises consumption by
one-half.

Record 3A: On March 28, 2000, the House Regulated Services Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with HB I 165,
by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 38: On Apdl 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of l3 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 695 died on the House Calendar- (see C$/CS/SB 770)

I

I
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cs/cs/sB 770 -
Alcoholic Beverage

Surcharge/Heduction
by the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee,
the Senate Regulated
Industries Committee
and Sen. Jack Latvala

(R-Palm Harhor)

H O U S E  r  T A X A T I O N

ftris bill started out as an attempt to reduce the surcharge on alcoholic beverages
I sold for consumpdon on the premises. This was the second installment of a

three-year effort to repeal the surcharge.

On the last day of the session, this bill became a vehicle to revise the parimutuel
law and grant substantial tax relief to the parimutuel industry. In addition, a
provision favored by AIF relating to the exemption of machinery and equipment
was placed in the bill by amendment. The Senate removed the machinery and
equipment provision and passed the bill with the other two plovisions.

On February 23, 2000 the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A ((Yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 16, 2000, the Senate Regulated Industries Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute, combined with SB 286, by a vote of
9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 4, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 37 yeas to
I nay. A {'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4A: On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of 107 yeas to 4 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate concurred with the House amendments and passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate, upon reconsideration of the amendment vote,
failed to pass Senate amendment one to House Amendment I by a vote of 16
yeas to 21 nays. A "Nay" is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed Senate Amendment 2 to House Amend-
ment I favorably by a vote of 19 yeas to 16 yeas. A "Nay" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate, upon reconsideration, passed the bill favorably
with amendments to the House amendments by a vote of 29 yeas to 7 nays.
A d(Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 48: On May 5, 2000, the House concurred with the Senate amend-
ments and passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 101 yeas to 16
nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000 the Senate concurred with the House amendments and passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 33 yeas to 4 nays. A d'Yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 770 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action
by the governor.

I

T
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CS/HB 1105 - Farming
and Forestry

Equipment Sales
Tax Exemption

by the House Finance
and Taxation

Committee and
Rep. Adam Putnam

(R.Bartow)

cs/cs/cs/sB 1338 -
Telerommunications

Taxation by the
Senate Fiscal Resource

Committee, the
Senate Regulated

lndustries Committee,
the Senate Fiscal

Resource Committee
and $en. Jim Horne

(R-Orange Park)

I

I

I

H O U S E  r  T A X A T I O N

f tris bill revises the application of the partial sales and use-tax exemption on
I self-propelled, power-drawn, or power-driven farm equipment by replacing a

list of specified activities for use of equipment with the requirement that the
equipment be used in "agriculture production." A definition of the term "agricul-
ture production" is provided.

Also, the bill reduces the sales tax rate on qualifying farm equipment from
3 percent to 2.5 percent effective January l, 2001.

Record 5A: On March 23, 2000, the House Agriculture Committee passed
the bill favorably with one amendment by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 58: On April 26, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to
0 nays. A {'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5C; On May 3, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I l6 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 3, 2000, the Senate substituted CS/HB 1 105 for CSISB 1868.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 39 yeas to
0 nays. A ddYed' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 1105 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by
the governor.

his bill substantially rewrites Florida's communications tax law. It creates the
new Chapter 202, Florida Statutes, the Communications Services Tax Simpli-

fication Law, and provides that communications services be subject to a uniform
statewide tax rate and a local tax to be administered by the Florida Department of
Revenue.

Neither the state nor local communications services tax rates are set in the
bill. The industry and local governments are directed to supply pertinent informa-
tion to the Department of Revenue for use by the Revenue Estimating Conference
for calculating revenue neutral rates to be presented to the legislature for review
and approval during the 2001 Regular Session, Unless action is taken by the legis-
lature before June 30, ?001, the act is repealed.

On March 23, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A (Yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

CS,CS/CS/SB lBBg 
On April 13, 2000, the Senate Regulated Industries Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays.

Continued A *yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 26, 2000, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 2, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of
37 yeas to 0 nays. A ftYea" vote is a vore for the AIF position.

t Record 64,: On May 4, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote of
108 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 1338 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action
by the governor.

-r 
fnis bill makes numerous changes to the Florida Tax Code as follows:

HB 2433 - Tax 
I ' u*"nds the statute of limitations for audits so that effective Juty l, 2002,

Administrati'n the limitation period is three years for all open periods

Package by the House r transfers the responsibility for the collection of civil penalties assessed by

FinanCe & TaXatiOn the Elections Commission from the Department of Revenue to the

Committee 
Elections Commission

. deletes a duplicate filing requirement for certain insurance companies

. provides for the sharing of specified information by the Department of
Revenue with the Department of Management Services and the Depart-
ment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

. provides optional filing periods for certain entities required to pay gross
receipts tax

. allows the Department of Revenue to suspend reporting requirements for
terminal operators and bulk carriers when identical data becomes available
to the deparlment from the Internal Revenue Service

. clarifies the exemption from the indexed tax of 20 percent of the manufac-
tured asphalt used for any government public works project

. clarifies the manner in which interest is applied to tax deficiencies

. provides authority to the Department of Revenue to enter into contracts
with public or private vendors to develop and implement a voluntary
system for sales and use-tax collection and administration
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HB 2433 Continued

H O U S E  .  T A X A T T O N

In addition, the bill does the following:

. adds specialty chemical or bioaugmentation products to the sales tax ex-
emption on equipment or machinery for pollution control

. extending the sales tax exemption for machinery & equipment used in th
production of electrical or steam energy if l5 percent or less of all electri-
cal or steam energy generated was produced by burning nonresidual fuel

. adds SIC code 35 to the exemption for repair and labor charges. SIC code
35 was inadvertently left out of the bill last year. The Department of
Revenue has implemented the law as if SIC code 35 were included

. adds savings association holding companies to the list of entities exempr
from the intangibles tax.

. provides a retroactive exemption for renewals of promissory notes for
revolving obligations, if the renewal extends the existing agreement for
certain term obligations.

Record 7A: On April 18, 2000, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed PCB 00-01 by a vote of 14 yeas to 0 nays. A #Yea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

On April 24, 2000, House Finance and Taxation PCB 00-01 became HB 2433

Record 78: On May 2, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably as amended
by a vote of I 15 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, HB 2433 was substituted for CS/SB 1070.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 39 yeas to
0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 2433 passed both the House and Senate and is pending action by the
governor.

I

I
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HB 617 * Ba$e Periods
of Unemployment
Compensation by
Rep. Willie Logan

(D-Opalocka)

H O U S E  .  U N E M P L O Y M E N T  C O M p E N S A T T O N

UnnmProYMENT CompENSATroN

f tris bill provided for adoption of an alternate method of calculation of past
I wages upon which unemployment compensetion benefits and premiums would

be based. It also gave employers ten days to challenge a calculation of past wages
by the Division of unemployment compensation and supply quarrerry based wage
reports to substantiate their side of the dispute. The bill also provided that any
excess payments made to an unemployed individual by the division could not be
recovered or recouped unless the overpayment was based on misrepresentations
by the recipient.

AIF opposed the legislation because there was no real reason for changing to
an alternate calculation method or for allowing unemployed individuals to reap a
windfall from overpayments caused by agency mistakes or for putting additional
reporting requirements on employers.

f Record lA: On February Zl,2AOA, the House Business Development and
International rrade committee passed the bill favorably by a vote of I yeas
to 0 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lB: On March 21, 2000, the House Insurance Committee passed the
bill favorably by a vote of 8 yeas to 6 nays. A '.Nay" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

Record lC: On April 18, 2000, the House Transportation and Economic
Development Appropriations Committee failed to pass the bill by a vote of
5 yeas to 5 nays. A "Nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 617 died in the House Tiansportation and Bconomic Development
Committee.
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HB 637 -
Unemployment

Compensation and
Domestic Violence by

Rep. Marjorie Turnbull
(D-Tallahassee)

H O U S E  .  U N E M P T O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T I O N

J 
tris legislation originally provided that victims of domestic violence could

I receive unemployment compensation if they were unable to retum to their places
of employment or work as a result of the domestic violence or abuse perpetrated
upon them by a spouse or other individual. While AIF supported the concept of
making relief available to victims of domestic violence, AIF opposed making the
employers of this state, through the unemployment compensation sysrem, pay for
the acts of an individual who abused anorher person.

Representatives of AIF worked with Rep. Tumbull to adopt an amendment to
the bill providing funding for the program from general revenue, as long as the
victim was no longer living with the abuser.

I Record 2A: On March 21,2000, the House Business Development and
lnternational Trade Committee passed the bill favorably with I amendment
by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 28: On April 10, 2000, the House Insurance Committee passed the
bill favorably with I amendment by a vote of 13 yeas to 3 nays. A ..yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IfB 637 died on the House Calendar.
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House ArrcnncE of,i Uusmprovlrrur CompEilsATrotu = 58,Vo

F - Vote for position IIAIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Byrd (R) F F

Cantens (R)

Casey (R)

:i:ii:iiiiiiiiiii:iilliiilii Chestnut (D)

Constantine (R)

Cosgrove (D) A F
jii:i:i:i.:.:iiiirii;i:i;i;:.;i:i
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Edwards (D)
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Feeney (R)

Fiorentino (R)

Flanagan (R)
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Isii'iii Fuller (R) F
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Garcia (R)

Gay (R)
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Goodlette (R)

Gottlieb (D)
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Hafner (D)

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A, - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 2441- Workeru'
Compensation

Reinsurance Premiums
by the House

Insurance Committee

l - I O U S E  r  \ y ' y ' O R K E R S '  C O M P E N S A T T O N

WonrHRS' CompENsATroN

Th" House Insurance Committee, under the direction of Chairman Stan Bainter
I
I (R-Eustis), produced HB 2441, which contained a variety of proposed changes

to the workers' compensation statute and the operations of the workers' compensa-
tion system. The bill contained such proposals as

. clarifying the legislative inrent for the definitions of "net premiums
written" and "net premiums collected"

. reducing the assessment rate for calendar year 2001

. authorizing the Division of Workers Compensation to recover certain
underpayments of assessments

. creating a task force to evaluate the funding and administrative mecha-
nisms of the workers' compensation system

The bill contained many provisions supported by AIF as improvements in
the overall operation of the workers' compensation systern, as well as provisions
dealing with ceded premiums and large deductible issues.

I Record 1A; On April 24, 2000 the House Insurance Committee passed PCB
00-04 by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A d'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 26, House Insurance PCB 00-04 became HB zMl

IIB 2441 died on the House Calendan
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cs/sB 2532 -
Workers'

Compensation Net
Premiums by the

Senate Banking and
Insurance Committee
and Sen. Pat Thomas

(D-Quincy)

H O U $ E  r  \ { O R K E R S '  C O M P E N S A T T O N

ftris bill clarified legislative intent pertaining to the terms "ner premiums
I
I wriften" and "net premiums collected" as they are used in the workers'com-

pensation law. The bill also provided legislative intent language that ceded reinsur-
ance premiums in accordance with what the Division of workers' compensation
felt was the original intent of the statute relating to assessment for the Workers'
compensation Administration Trust Fund and the Special Disability Trust Fund.

AIF opposed the general concept of amending the current statutes to include
these items in the amounts taxed for the two trust funds.

On April 24,2000, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays.
A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 5, 2000, the Senate passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote
of 35 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2A: On May 5, 2000, the House passed the bill favorably by a vote
of 109 yeas to 0 nays. A "Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 2532 passed both the House and Senate and was signed by the
governor.
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF
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i+ill Prieguez (R) F

iiiii:itffiiiii:iiiiiPruitt (R) F

Putnam (R) F

Rayson (D) F

Reddick (D) F

+ffi11Ritchie (D) F

;t:i0:;.;i;iii:':l:i Ritter (D) F

Roberts (D) F

fiiiii Rojas (R) F

Rubio (R) F

Russell (R) F

Ryan (D) F

Sanderson (R) F

Sembler (R)
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::::]::l::li:i:;;i::: Smith, Christopher (D)

Smith, Kelley (D) F

Sobel (D) F

Sorensen (R) F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Votc against position of AIF
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